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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
DHTA Selected by the Italian Trade Agency to Represent Italy on the Stage of Web Summit Vancouver 2026, at the Inaugural North American Edition
Vancouver, BC / Cagliari, Italy — April 28, 2026 — DHTA, the deep-tech company building consent-based, C2PA-certified AI digital twins for professional athletes and intellectual property owners, today announced its participation in Web Summit Vancouver 2026 (May 11–14) — the inaugural North American edition of the world's most influential technology conference, and the stage on which DHTA will publicly launch its Canadian operations.
DHTA has been selected to represent Italy as part of the official delegation curated by the Italian Trade Agency (ITA), recognizing the company as one of the country's flagship deep-tech exports to North America. The announcement coincides with the recent establishment of DHTA AI Inc., the company's newly incorporated Canadian entity headquartered in Vancouver, British Columbia, which will serve as DHTA's strategic hub for North American business development, R&D collaboration, and partnerships with sports organizations, athletes, and rights holders across Canada and the United States.
A New Model for Athlete IP in the Age of Generative AI
DHTA's platform enables athletes, clubs, and federations to create officially licensed, provenance-verified AI digital twins of themselves or their talent — with full consent, contractual control, and cryptographic certification of authenticity through the C2PA (Coalition for Content Provenance and Authenticity) standard. The technology directly addresses one of the most urgent issues facing the sports industry today: the unauthorized generative replication of athlete likeness, voice, and identity.
DHTA was founded by Luca Bona, Co-CEO, alongside Sebastian Sylwan, Co-CEO and Chief Technology Officer, and Michael Shantzis, member of the advisory board, an Academy Award–winning technologist with a career spanning Pixar and Google. Together, the founding team combines deep expertise in AI, computer vision, content provenance, and the sports and entertainment industries.
A Tenth Web Summit, and the First in Canada
"Web Summit Vancouver is a defining moment for DHTA's North American chapter," said Luca Bona. "This will be the tenth time I bring a startup to Web Summit, from Dublin to Lisbon, and every single edition has marked a positive turning point for the companies I've built. There is something about the energy of this event that consistently delivers — so I take this milestone, our first edition in Canada, as a very good sign."
"Web Summit has built an unmatched reputation as the place where the next generation of technology companies meet the world. Choosing Vancouver as the stage for its first North American edition is a powerful signal — both about the maturity of Canada's tech ecosystem and about the kind of values-driven, globally minded innovation that defines this moment in the industry. For a European deep-tech company launching in Canada, there is no better platform on which to step onto the North American stage."
Why Canada, and Why Vancouver
"Choosing Canada — and Vancouver specifically — was a deliberate strategic decision," Bona added. "Canada offers a regulatory and cultural environment uniquely aligned with what DHTA is building: mature, principles-based privacy legislation, a federally funded AI research ecosystem, and a public conversation about consent and ethical AI that mirrors the values embedded in our technology. The United States is a critical commercial market for us — but Canada is where the company can be built."
DHTA's decision to incorporate in Canada reflects four structural advantages: (i) regulatory alignment with consent-based AI under PIPEDA and Canada's emerging AI governance framework; (ii) a world-class AI and creative-technology talent pool, anchored by institutions such as the Vector Institute, Mila, and Amii, and by Vancouver's deep visual-effects and gaming industry; (iii) proximity to North American sports and entertainment markets, with same-time-zone access to Los Angeles and direct ties to major Canadian and U.S. leagues; and (iv) a stable, internationally connected base for a European founder team, supported by CETA and Canada's openness to skilled international founders.
"DHTA's technology cannot be built remotely from Italy," Bona noted. "The decisions we are making now — hiring our founding Canadian team, structuring partnerships with Canadian clubs and athletes, integrating into the local research and investor community — require the company's leadership to be on the ground in Vancouver. That is why we are relocating senior leadership to Canada in the second half of 2026." 
Canadian Engagement Already Underway
Since the incorporation of DHTA AI Inc., the company has initiated multiple discussions with Canadian professional sports organizations, athlete representation agencies, and individual athletes across major leagues, exploring use cases ranging from fan engagement and broadcast augmentation to sponsorship activation and the protection of athlete likeness rights in AI-generated content.
Backed by Tier-One Investors and Partners
DHTA recently closed an oversubscribed $3.3M seed round with participation from a group of strategic angels including Leonardo Bonucci, the Italian football champion who serves as a strategic advisor to the company. DHTA has been admitted to NVIDIA Inception and Google for Startups and is currently running active proofs-of-concept with Juventus FC, Serie A League and a F1 racing team. Unlike fully generative systems that rebuild athlete likeness from scratch on every inference, DHTA's architecture is built around certified, reusable digital twins with controlled inference pathways — materially reducing the computational footprint per output while delivering consent and provenance guarantees that purely generative pipelines cannot offer.
About DHTA
DHTA is a deep-tech company building the consent-based, certified infrastructure for AI digital twins in sport, entertainment, and cultural heritage. Founded in Turin by Luca Bona, Sebastian Sylwan, and Michael Shantzis, the company operates across Vancouver, Cagliari, and Monte Carlo. Its technology stack combines proprietary behavioral identity modeling, C2PA provenance certification, and a consent-first licensing framework.
Meet the DHTA team at Web Summit Vancouver 2026, May 11–14, where the company will be exhibiting as part of the official Italian delegation. DHTA is honored to be among the European deep-tech companies chosen to mark Web Summit's historic first edition in North America. More at www.dhta.ai.
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